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English 3998E – Creative Writing Workshop 
Academic Year 2015/16 

 
Section: #001 Email:  cmanley2@uwo.ca 
Time/Room: Wednesdays 6 – 9pm 
WL-258 

Office:  3270 Lawson Hall 

Instructor:  Claudia B. Manley Office hours: Wednesdays 3:30 – 
4:30pm, Thursdays 1:00 – 2:00pm, and by 
appointment 

 
Course Description:   
This course will help students craft solid pieces of fiction and establish a life-long writing 
practice. The goal of this practice-based class is two-fold:  to acquaint students with the 
variety of short fiction, from traditional approaches to contemporary, experimental 
styles being published today, and to provide them with the tools to produce short fiction 
of their own.  Primarily a workshop-based class, we will break-up workshop sequences 
with units discussing stories that exemplify various elements of fiction and complete in-
class writing exercises to “underpin” the themes of each class.  Writers we will read and 
discuss in this class may include D.H. Lawrence, Raymond Carver, Lydia Davis, James 
Baldwin, Barbara Gowdy, Lynne Tilman, John Cheever, and Alice Munro. 
 
Required Text: 
Readings will be made available on class Owl site 
 
Grade Breakdown: 
In-class work     25% 
Assignment 1    15% 
Assignment 2    20% 
Assignment 3    15% 
Assignment 4     25% 
 
Courtesy and Decorum:  Due to the nature of this class, which at times can explore raw, 
sensitive and highly personal material, all workshop pieces and discussions thereof are to 
remain confidential. 

 
Submitting Assignments  
Assignments are due in-class on the date specified on the schedule.  Late essays will be 
penalized a full letter grade per day unless your instructor has granted you an extension 
beforehand.  You must apply for extensions ahead of the due date and provide a suitable 
reason; they are not automatic. 
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The prerequisite for registration in this course is a) a final grade of 65 or more in one of Writing 
2101, 2121, 2111, or 2131, or b) a final grade of 85 or more in Writing 1000F/G, or c) Special 
Permission of the Program. 
 
Medical Accommodation Policy 
For UWO Policy on Accommodation For Medical Illness, see:  
http://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf 

(downloadable Student Medical Certificate (SMC):  
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf under the Medical 
Documentation heading). 
 
Students seeking academic accommodation on medical or other grounds for any missed 
tests, exams, participation components and/or assignments worth 10% or more of their 
final grade must apply to the Academic Counselling office of their home Faculty and provide 
documentation.  Academic accommodation on medical grounds cannot be granted by the 
instructor or Writing Studies, and Writing Studies requires students in these circumstances to 
follow the same procedure when seeking academic accommodation on non-medical (i.e. non-
medical compassionate or other) grounds. 
 
Students seeking academic accommodation on medical grounds for any missed tests, exams, 
participation components and/or assignments worth less than 10% of their final grade 
must also apply to the Academic Counselling office of their home Faculty and provide 

http://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
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to read and have comments on ALL pieces in their group each week.  Students may opt to print 
the stories or to access them in class on their computers.  The reading over these few weeks 
will be very intensive.  Prepare to have something constructive to say about each story and to 
provide a written summary of your comments to each author (as detailed above).  The final 
version of your story is due no later than two weeks after your workshop (this allows you to 
meet with me to discuss revisions – see note above on mandatory meetings with me). 
 
Assignment 2 (1,250 – 1,500 words)(20%) 
Workshops November 4 – November 25 
Final Story Due – No later than two weeks after your workshop 
See Assignment 1 for details 
 
Assignment 3 (1,250 – 1,500 words) (15%) 
Workshops January 13 – February 3 
Final Story Due – No later than two weeks after your workshop  
See Assignment 1 for details 
 
Assignment 4 (1,500 – 2,000 words)(25%) 
Workshops February 24 – March 23 
Final story due – Wednesday, April 6 
This is your lengthiest assignment, and we will allow for extra time per student to be 
workshopped.  
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Weekly Breakdown 
(Short Story Workshop) 

 
Fall Term 

Week Date Focus Assignment Due 

1 September 
16 

Introduction – The difference between a 
short story and a novel  

In-class reading & 
writing exercise 

2 September 
23 

Refresher on fiction elements; discussion of 
these elements in reading 

Read Cheever’s 
The Swimmer  
In-class writing 

3 September 
30 




